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Agreed _ at their Generall 


{H\ASSIZES. 


Preſented to His MajtesTre the firſt 
- of Auguſt, 1642. - 
With certain Inſtructions from the County of 


Kent,to Mr. Auguſtine Skinner, whereby the 
Defires of the {aid County may be pre- 
ſented by him,to the Honourable 
Houſe of (ommonrs, 


With His MajtsTiIEs Anfiver to 


the aforeſaid Petition. 


At the Court at York, this fourth of 
Auguſt, 1 6 4 2. 
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To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſtte. 
The Humble Petition of the Commons 


of Kent, Agreed upon at their Generall 
ASSIZES. 


Moff gr AC1016 Soveraign, 


© 0020000000 7 4 E do, with all thankfulneffe, ac- 
E SS 2=DE | knowledge Your great Grace | 
| and favour towards us, and the 
*| whole Kingdom ; In paſſing ma- | 
*F'ny good Laws for the benefit of 
Al Your Subjedts, In promiſing to 
»|, caſe us of all our grievances ; 
>| And graciouſly inviting Us by 
IJ, Your Letter direted to the 
Judge of Our Afſize, tull of 
Love and Care for Your Peoples good, to Per ition for 
redrefſe of ther, promiſing a gracious Ariſwer ; And 
Tg we ſhould withall humility have preſented them to Your 
Majeſty at this time, did nor the preſent grear diſtraQti- 
ons and apprehenſion of a Civill War (which we ear- 
neftly pray to God todivert) pur us beyond all thought 
| of other grievances. For prevention whereof, we have. 
| with a'l Loyalty of Heart to Your Sacred Majeſty, with 
| all Love and Faithfulneſſe to our Country, preſented 
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our humble Advice in certain Inftructions, toone of our 
Knights of the Shire now here preſent with a Com- 
mittee from the Houſe of Commons,to be preſented by 
him to that Honourable Houſe : The Copy whereof 
we make bold to annex unto this Petirion. 

Moft humbly defiring. Your Moft Excellent Majeſtic, 
That if it ſhall pleaſe the Houſes of Par l:ament to ſatisfie 


Your Majefties juſt defires in theſe pirticnlar-, That 


then Your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed, ro lay 
down Your extraordinary Guards, and cheerfully meet 
Yeur Farlianet,in ſuch a place where Your Sacred Ma- 
jeſty and each Member of both Houſes, may be free 
frem tumultuary Aſſemblies. 


And as in all Duty bound, we ſhall 


dayly Pray for Tour Majeſties loug Life, | 


and proſperous Reign over us- 
* | 


Inſtruchons 


——— Bens - . 
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(3) 
THOSE! 


Inſtructions from the County of Kent, to Ma- 


{ter Auguſtine Skinner, whereby the deſires 
of the ſaid County may be preſented by him 
to the Honerable Houſe of 
COMMONS. 


Hereas a Committee from the Houſe of 
Commons 1s xow ſent down to the eAſit- 
zes, #poer; 4 credible Information (5 they 
ſay) that ſomething ſhould be doxe te the 
Diſturbance of the Peace of this County. 

we,the Commons of Kent, require you Maſter Auguſtine 
Skinner (4s our Sertant) to certifie to that Honouratle 
Houſe, That you found the County in full Peace, and that 
there is no ground for any ſuch Information, and that you 
deſire, in our Names, to know the particulars of that Infor- 
matron, (of which it ſeems you are 1gnorant, and the Infor- 
mer) that this (ounty may have full reparations in Honour 
againſt ſo ſtandalows an aſper ſion caſt upon them ; and that 
the Txormer, of what quality ſoever, may recerve coniigne 
puniſhmeut. And that the Houſe of Commons may anderſtand 
our deres,not oaly to preſerte the Peace of this (ounty, which 
(ith Gods Bleſiing,and the help of the good known Laws of 
this Xinsdorze) we are confident we ſhall maintain, but alſo 
of the whole Kingdome, betnp now 142 ſo great 4 diftra tron, 
that every Man ſtands at a gaze,to ſee what the etent us likely 
| Io 
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(4) 
ly to be,and well weighing whit a preat fire a ſmall ſpark may 
kindle;abhorring and deteſting the thought 'of a Civill war: 
we farther yequrre you to offer our humble advice, as Faithfull 
and Loyall Subjefts to His Majeſty, and good Patriots and 
Lovers of our Countrey, for ſetling the DiftraRons of theſe 
times, One principall meanes to effeft it, we conceive will be 
to grue His Majeſty full ſatisfatizon iz His Juſt Deſires, in 


theſe foure Particalars, | 

I. In preſently leaving the Townof Hull in the ſame 
State it was bcfore Sir John Hothams entrance into it : 
And delivering His Majeſty His own Magazine. 

2. In laying afide the 2:1:tra, umtull a good Law may 
be framed, wherein care may be taken as well for the Li- 
berty of the SubjeRts, as the Defence of the Kingdom. 

3+ That the Parliament be adjourned to an indiffe- 
rent place, whcre His Sacred Majeſty, all the Lords and 
Members of Your Houſe of Commons may meet and treat 
with Honour, Freedom, and Safety. 

4. ThatHis Majeſties Navie may be immediately rc- 
ſtored to him. | 


Our Reaſons are theſe, 


I. For withdrawing your Garriſon out of the Town of 


Mull, we are perſwaded your fears and Jealouſies of forrarign 
forces, of French, or Danes, er of the Papifls at home (an in- 
con(ideralle Party, eſpecially betng aiſarmed) are long ſince 
vaniſhed, the Magazine or a great part of it betug removed 
to London, we concerue Maſter Major of Hull may ſafely 
keep the Town as before. 

2. For 


| (5) | 
"Py laying aſide the Militia we are free from Tea- 
louſies of' Forraign Forces, ſo that you may have time enough 
to frame a laſting Law, which notwithſtanding, for feare of 
Inconvenience to the SubjesLiberty,you may, if you ſo think 


fit,nake the Law a Probationer, Beſides, His Majeſty,if oc- 


caſion ſhould be, ts veſted with ſufficient power to raiſe forces 
for the Befence of the Kingdom, for which onely we are confi- 
dent His Majeſty will employ them, «And we ſhould hold 
our ſelves worſe then Iifidels, if, after ſv many Proteſfat ions 
to marntain the True Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, the Sub- 
jels ia the Liverty of their Perſous and Propriety of thetr 
Goods,and the Privileges of Parliament,and that He will 
Govers us by the knowa Lans of the Laud, we ſhould not 
with full aſſurance,beleeve 1m Him and confide in Him, 

. For adjourntng the Parliament to another place, His 
Majeſty hath expreſſed the Reaſons, That He was driven 
away by tumultuary Aſſemblies, and that he cannot return 
thither with Honour and Safety :; eAnd divers of the Lords 
are abſent who promiſe to return back t1 the Houſe, when they 
may ſit with the Liber'y, and that condition that the Peerage 
of England formerly have done, ſecured from all menares, or 
demaniling any Arcount of therr particular Vates,which we 
concerue to be againſt the Freedom of Parliament, which Ly 
our Protelation we muſt maintain, and from tumultuarie 
eAſſemblies:Theſe having Leen the Occaſions, as we beleeve, 
that of zeer five hundred in the Houſe of (ommons, there are 
Lut alout one hundred and forty left to fit there, and the 
greater part of the Lords gone away, 

4. For the Reſtitution of rhe Nawvie, our Reaſon 15, 
That the Neighicur Nations do take notice, that His Ma- 
fejtres Navie is detained from him, which if not ſuddenly 
reſtored, 
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reſtored, may turs to His Majeftics diſhonour, whoſe howour, 
by our Proteſtat ion, wa are bound to maintain, | 

Another means, wo conterve, to ſettle the States and 
Minas of the SubjeRs, i a free, generall, and large pardon: | 
which ſince His Majeſty hath ſo gractouſly offered we deſire 
and expet to recerve, and if any Man do diſlike it, hemay 
beexcepted, and the generality of the Subjefts wot hindred 
of thetr good, and Wis Majeſties Grace and Goodneſſe, 


| SPDOLESDIOSSIEOS | 


- 
F 


SOLO2TOSIOLEITON 


Hz Mojeſties Anſwer to the nenble Petition of the 
Commons of Kent, agreed upon at their gene- 
rall Afirzes, ax preſented io His Majeſty 


the firſt of Auguſt» .; 
et the Court at York this fourth of Auguft, 1642. 


faftion in the Loyalty and: affeftion 
of | the Petitioners confidcred [this 
Pecition, with the:Inſtrudions an- 
nexed to their Knight of the: Shite; and bath 
cxpreſly cemmanded me to return this Fs An- 
ſwer, in theſe Words: 

That the Petitioners are not tenceaedinnd 
fatisficd with the good | Laws | His Majeſtic 
hath paſſed, then Hw Majeſtic hiuſelfe is plea 
ſed with that way of. obliginp/His Subjecs;nei- 
ther hath He _—_ made ithe leaſt Promiſc or 
profcilion of repairing or redrefling the grievan-. 


ces of His Pcople, which he thath not been, y 


and alwaics wit be ready to perform; 


His Majeſtic cannot blame the Poririccieds | 


B In 


TS Majeſtic hath with great Aatif- 


(8) 
_ to be apprehenſive. of a civill War, ſince the 
preſent diſtraFions(grounded upon no viſible 
cauſe, to which His Majcſtic could, or can yet 
applic a remedy) threaten no leſſe confuſion, 
Bur His Majeftie doubts not, that the'Petitid4 
ners and all His good Subjects, do well-under- 
ſtand, Thar His Majeſtic hath left no way unat- 
tempted, which 'in Honour or Wiſdom.could 
be conſented to, toprevent that confulian.. 
That aftcrſo many Injuries and Indignitics 
offered roHim, ſo many combinations/and car- 
ſpiracies. againſt Him, He [departed fo. mud 
from His own Majeſtic,and theJuſtice due toit, 
That He required no other reparation; then 
to have His Town;Goods,and:Nawie(itaken and: 
kept by violence from and againſt Him.)'to be 
reſtored to Him : The power of making: Laws 
without Him, by the way of Ordinances (and 
that in particular,concerning the Mzlitia) to :be 
diſayowed. And that a ſafe Place might be a- 
greed on, where He might be pretent with Hts 
great Conncell, for the compoting all niitun- 
derſtandings, and making the Kingdom happy. 
That before any Anſwer returned to His Ma- 
jeſtie (whil'ſt with all patience and: hope His 
Majeſtic forbore any aGiion or attempt of force, 
ACCOr- 


—— eco. cn We” 


according to His ES 2. Sir John Hotham iſſu- 
ed out ing Hall in the Night, burned the Houles, 
and murthered the Perſons of his fellow Sub- 
jets(though He knew His Majeſtic quietly ex- 
pedted an Anſwer to His reaſonable and nece(- 
{ary demands) and hath fince exerciſed moſt 

barbarous cruelty upon a Drummer then taken 

Priſoner by him. 

That thoſe Propoſitions made by His Maye- 
ſie, and mentioned by the Petitioners,in their 
Inſtrudtions, are diſſented from, and His Maje- 
ſtic not ſuffered to enjoy what is as unqueſtio- 
nably His own, as any thing His SubjeQs can 
call a6 theirs, upon pretence there is ſome 
truſt on foot todiſpoſſefſe His Majeſtie of them: 
Whether any ſuch truſt be derived” from the 
Petitioners : Themſelves beſt know. 

"That a Generall is made tocommand His 
Subjects againſt Him, and Forces already 
marching with Canon towards Him, under the 
conduct of the Lord Brook, whilſt all Labour 
and Endeayour is uſed, to cut off all Succour 
and'Supply from His Majeſty, as from a For- 
ragn Enemy. 

\ When the Petitioners,and all other His Maje- 
ſtics SubjeQs have weighed this,and conſidered 
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(10) 
that theſe ftrange unheard of proceedings muſt 
be the effe&s of deſperate Reſolutions, and 
that all this calamity-i3; brought upon this Na- 
tion, to wreſit from His Majeſtic His Juſt Rights, 
when no ſober man can fee the want of any 
thing which is 1n His Majeſties power to grant, 
and neceſſary for the peace and full happineſit 
of the Kingdom. | 

That when all encouragement 1s prven,ſcan- 
dals raiſed, and provocations uted to, mncenſc 
the People againſt His Majeſty, and to publih 
Petitions and Declarations agatnit the known 
Laws and eſtabliſhed Government :- The Peti- 
tioacrs,and all other His Majeſttes:good Sub- 
zects (who out of a true ſenſe of the difiraGtion 
and ruine the Commonwealth muſt ſpeedily 
fall into through theſe diſtempers have prepa- 
red fober and moderate Petitions.and Antimad- 
verſions for the peace of the Kingdom) have 


beendiſconntenanced, cenfured and 1mpri{o» 
ned'ina Lawleſſe Atbitrary way, when no of- 
fence have been committed by them, of which 


the Law hath taken notice ':. That all their 
Rights, Intereſts, and Priviledges, which [they 
were born to, by the good known Lawes, arc 


taken _ 
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(17) 
taken from them,or fubjecd toanunintelligh- 
ble Arbitrary power and reſolution, which de- 
ſtroyes their confidence and affarance' eyen th 
Innocencie'it {elf ; They will think it time to 
provide for their own ſecurity, by Aſſiſting His 
Majeſtic for the defence'of His Perſon, preſer- 
vation of the true Prateſtant Religion; and 
maintenance of the Law of the Land, and 
Liberty of the Subject ; of the. which, as the 
Petitioners care 1s very eminent, and deſerves 
all protection, thanks, and eſtimation from His 
Majeſty ; So His Majeſty will venture His Life 
and His Crown with them, in that Quarrel]. 

Laſtly, leaſt any of the Petitioners may un- 
juſtly ſuffer for making or preſenting this hum- 
ble, dutifull, and modeſt Petition to His Maje- 
ſtic ; His Majeſtic Declares, That He will with 
His utmoſt power and aſliſtance prore& and de- 
fend them againſtany pywer whatſoever, which 
ſhall queſtion them for fo doing ; And to that 
purpoſe advertiſeth rhem, That they are not 
obliged to yecld Obedience to any Purſui- 
vants, Sergeants, or Meſlengers, who ſhall en- 
deavour tomoleſt them'for doing their Duty, 
and diſcharging their Comſcicnces therein. 

And 
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(12) 
And that the whole County of Kent may know 
His Majeſtics gracious acccptanee of this cx- 
ion of their Duty and affection unto Him : 
is His Majeſtics pleaſure, that this His An- 
5+ together with the Petition and Inftru- 
Qqions,be Read in all the Churches and a2 
pels of that County. 
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